Introduced by Council Member Gulliford and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Becton, Bowman, Boyer, Brosche, K. Brown, R. Brown, Carter, Crescimbeni, Dennis, Ferraro, R. Gaffney, Hazouri, Love, Morgan, Newby, Schellenberg, Wilson: 

RESOLUTION 2017-640
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE ATLANTIC BEACH SUNS BASEBALL TEAM ON WINNING THE FLORIDA STATE, SOUTHEAST REGIONAL, AND NATIONAL WORLD SERIES CHAMPIONSHIPS OF THE CAL RIPKEN DIVISION - BABE RUTH LEAGUE BASEBALL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Atlantic Beach Athletic Association (ABAA) is a volunteer organization that provides a robust sports program to athletes in the Beaches community and throughout Jacksonville, and teams of boys and girls play T-ball, baseball and softball on the fields at Jack Russell Park; and 

WHEREAS, athletic achievement requires perseverance and resilience in addition to physical skills, and youth sports teams rely on the donation of time from dedicated coaches and assistants and the collaboration with parents and families for support, to teach life lessons and to encourage good sportsmanship; and 

WHEREAS, the Atlantic Beach Suns 12U baseball team includes players Nash Beenen, Parker Sedgwick, Jack McGuinness, Colin Rust, Kyson Witherspoon, Holden Bradshaw, Dustin Petit Jr., Brett Dennis, Jesus DeJesus, Malachi Witherspoon and William Rollings, and the team is coached by Larry Rollings, Chris Laufman and Robbie Bradshaw; and

WHEREAS, the Atlantic Beach Suns were victorious in the 2017 District Championship by winning all four games, then won again in the 2017 Florida State Championship and then swept the 2017 Southeast Regional Championship in North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, one of only 24 teams world-wide to qualify for the 2017 Cal Ripken World Series, the Atlantic Beach Suns headed to Branson, Missouri where they defeated the New England team 3-1, then the team from Nebraska 15-2, and advanced to the championship round after shutting out Missouri 7-0 and only allowing three runs in the initial games; and

WHEREAS, in the second round of the World Series, the Atlantic Beach Suns eliminated teams from the Ohio Valley and Colorado, and battled to victory over Hawaii in the final game to win the U.S. Championship, and although they were defeated by the International Champions - the five-time series winners from Japan - the Atlantic Beach Suns came back to Florida with the honorable title of U.S. 2017 Cal Ripken World Series champions; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby congratulates the Atlantic Beach Suns players, coaches and families for their hard work and success in the Cal Ripken World Series and throughout the 2017 season.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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